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The Cold Spring Harbor Conferences on Cell Proliferation have become known as among the most impor- 
tant meetings of the year and the volumes arising from them are standard reference works on the state of 
the field. They have now been superseded by a series of meetings on the Cancer Cell, the first of which was 
held at Cold Spring Harbor in September 1983. Two volumes have arisen from this meeting, Vol. 1, on 
the Transformed Phenotype, and the present volume, Vol. 2, on Oncogenes and Viral Genes. It contains 
67 papers from most of the laboratories which have made substantial contributions to the subject during 
the past decade (although there are one or two surprising omissions). The first two sections are concerned 
with the STC gene and its product pp60src. The discussions are mainly concerned with those functional 
features of the protein which account for transforming activity and how they are correlated with structural 
modifications of the gene. The next section, on Polyoma, mainly explores the function of the middle T an- 
tigen and its interaction with pp60”“. This is followed by a section dealing with the oncogenes myb and myc; 
oncogene activation by insertional mutagenesis and rearrangement are discussed. Some of this discussion 
continues into the next section, on Chromosomal Rearrangements. The mos, fos, erb, fes, rel and abl on- 
cogenes form the next subject which is followed by a section entitled SV40, T, t, ~53, EBNA which considers 
ways in which DNA viral functions may interact with cellular functions. The ras oncogene, subject of the 
next section, has been of particular interest and activation of I”CIS genes by point mutation receives special 
treatment. The section on Oncogenes and Viral Genes debates the number of events necessary to induce cell 
transformation and touches on questions of complementation and resistance. The final section on 
Adenovirus ElA and ElB is particularly directed towards the regulation of cellular gene expression by the 
products of these genes. 
Like its predecessors this volume is extremely well produced and a mandatory reference book for all 
laboratories working in the field. But it is not comprehensive and, moreover, in this extremely rapidly mov- 
ing field, it is already becoming a little out-of-date. Hence, although polyoma, SV40 and adenoviruses 
receive much attention, there is no mention of some other important oncogenic DNA viruses such as 
hepatitis B and papilloma. There are no contributions at all on the subject of HTLV. 
J. Paul 
Copies of books for review in FEBS Letters should be sent to: 
Professor H.R.V. Arnstein, Department of Biochemistry, King’s College, Strand, 
London WC2R 2LS, England 
Published by Elsevier Science Publishers B. V. (Biomedical Division) 
00145793/S/$3.30  1985 Federation of European Biochemical Societies 109 
